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Delaware County Auditor George Kaista, left, accepts his “Distinguished County Auditor” award from County
Auditors’ Association of Ohio (CAAO) President Bill Farrell during the CAAO’s recent summer conference.

County auditor
receives continuing
education award

Delaware County
Auditor George Kaitsa is
a recipient of the
“Distinguished County
Auditor” award, present-
ed by the County
Auditors’ Association of
Ohio (CAAO). The award
recognizes county audi-
tors who have completed
100 or more hours of con-
tinuing education during
their term of of fice.
Kaitsa received the award
from CAAO President
Bill Farrell, Sandusky
County Auditor, during
the CAAO Summer
Conference earlier this

month.
State law requires

county auditors to com-
plete at least 24 hours of
continuing education dur-
ing their term of office.
Kaitsa obtained his train-
ing in topics such as fun-
damentals of mass
appraisal, financial
audits, certified public
records training and two
mandatory classes in
ethics and substance
abuse. Kaitsa is one of
the first county auditors
during the current term
in office to receive the
award.

‘Jazz on the Green’
combines good music
with good cause

HelpLine of Delaware
and Morrow Counties,
Inc. will host its Annual
Jazz on the Green June 29
at Mill Creek Golf Club in
Ostrander. All proceeds
will benefit HelpLine
whose goal is to empower
people with knowledge,
support and resources.

The event begins at
5:15 p.m for those who
enjoy golfing and would
like to participate in a 9
hole, couples/pairs
scotch ball tournament
(team up with a friend,
spouse, relative, etc.).
Starting at 6:30 p.m., the
live modern jazz music
performed by Pete Mills
will set the mood for a
summer evening of wine
and hors d’oeuvres. Silent
and live auctions will be
held with items for atten-
dees to bid on, such as a
dinner party for eight at

Kristom House, personal-
ized hair care service
from Paul Endicott of
1820 Collective, a
women’s night of pamper-
ing with Mukha Custom
Skin Studio and exclusive
items donated by local
artists, just to name a few.

The proceeds from this
event will allow HelpLine
to continue to provide the
24-hour crisis support hot-
line, information and refer-
ral to community
resources, rape crisis serv-
ices and serve as the area’s
only volunteer center.

“I am grateful for the
board members, sponsors
and volunteers that have
helped make this event
possible,” Sue Hanson,
Helpline executive director
said in a written statement.

To purchase tickets,
visit helplinedelmor.org
or call 740-363-1835 / 419-
946-1350. Jazz, Wine, &
Hors d’oeuvres tickets are
$30 per person and Golf,
Jazz, & Wine are $100 per
pair.

� HelpLine’s annual
jazz,wine, silent
auction event

Memorial service set for
late DCSO detective

A memorial service to
honor the life of a late
Delaware County Sheriff’s
detective is planned for
Friday in Westerville.

Dan Otto, 38, was killed
last Friday in an automo-
bile crash while vacation-
ing with his family in
California.

The family is accepting
visitors from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. Friday at Genoa
Baptist Church, 7562
Lewis Center Road,
Westerville. A memorial
service is being held fol-
lowing calling hours at the
church. The interment will
take place Friday at Red
Bank Cemetery, 5983 Red
Bank Road, Galena.

In lieu of flowers, the
family has asked that mon-
etary donations be made
to the Delaware County
Coalition of Victim
Services. Checks can be
sent to the attention of vic-
tim advocate, Val Hooper,
149 N. Sandusky St.,
Delaware OH, 43015.

Otto joined the

Delaware County Sheriff’s
Office as a deputy in 1998.
In 2003, he was reassigned
to the detective division
where he handled major
crimes. Otto made a name
for himself as a detective
when he was assigned to
investigate the 2002 homi-
cides of Jill Hand and
Walter Welch. Hand’s hus-
band was found guilty of
both murders.

Otto was also actively
involved in the homicide
investigation of Genoa
Township mother Lisa
Gross who was found dead
in the bathtub of her home
in 2001. Last year, he was
able to identify James
Henry Evans II as the sus-
pect from a bank robbery
in the county, which led to
the suspect’s arrest and
conviction of multiple
bank robberies in the state
of Ohio.

The Delaware County
Sheriff’s Office will contin-
ue to wear mourning
bands until Otto’s inter-
ment Friday.
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Delaware County Sheriff’s detective Dan Otto.

TODAY’S ARTIST

WEATHER FORECAST

Today: Mostly
sunny. Highs in the
lower 90s. Southwest
winds 5 to 10 mph.,
increasing to around 15
mph in the afternoon.

Tonight: Partly
cloudy with a chance of
showers and thunder-
storms. Lows in the mid
60s. Chance of rain 50
percent.

Friday: Partly
cloudy. Highs in the
lower 80s. Northwest
winds 5 to 10 mph.

Friday night: Partly
cloudy. Lows in the
lower 60s.

LOCAL FORECAST

SUNRISE, SUNSET

Molly Bingham, a
fourth-grader at Carlisle
Elementary in Delaware,
drew this self portrait and
today’s weather picture.

Sunset today: 9:06 p.m.
Sunrise Friday is at 6:03
a.m.

Split parole board rejects
mercy for Ohio killer
ANDREW WELSH-
HUGGINS
AP Legal Affairs Writer

COLUMBUS — The prose-
cutor who charged John
Eley with a capital crime
and a judge
who sen-
tenced him
to death
both want
the killer of
a
Youngstown
convenience
store owner
spared, say-
ing he doesn’t deserve a
death sentence.

Their unusual support
was not enough to sway the
Ohio Parole Board, which
voted 5-3 Wednesday in a
rare split decision to rec-
ommend against clemency
for Eley.

Eley, 63, is scheduled to
die July 26 for the 1986
killing of store owner Ihsan
Aydah. Gov. John Kasich
has the final say on mercy.

Eley refused to testify
against his alleged conspir-
ator, Melvin Green, in
exchange for a deal that
would have removed the
death penalty. Green, who
was acquitted in a separate
trial, was considered the
mastermind of the crime
by investigators.

Opposition to Eley’s
execution from the prose-
cutor and the judge, as well

as the detective who inves-
tigated the crime, don’t out-
weigh the nature of the
crime, according to the five
board members who reject-
ed clemency.

The supporters’ asser-
tions “do not outweigh the
fact that Eley took the gun
from Green, entered the
store with the intent to rob
the victim, knew that the
victim had a gun and might
try to use it, and then shot
him in the head,” the board
said.

The board also rejected
claims by Eley’s lawyers
that he is mentally ill and
mentally disabled.

It’s not unusual for
judges or prosecutors to
change their mind about
individual cases or the
death penalty itself, but on-
the-record testimony on
behalf of a condemned
inmate is relatively rare.

The three board mem-
bers who supported Eley’s
plea for mercy say he is not
the “worst of the worst”
killers, and argue that
many similar convenience
store robbers who commit-
ted more serious crimes
escaped death sentences.

They also said the crime
wouldn’t have happened
without Green. And they
argued that Eley was a vic-
tim of a game of bluff by
prosecutors as they threat-
ened him with a death sen-
tence to force his testimony

against Green.
“The prosecutors

‘played a bluff’ all the way
to the end, and when Eley
did not cooperate, they
were stuck with the death
penalty conviction,” the
three dissenting members
said.

Former Mahoning
County prosecutor Gary
Van Brocklin told the board
that Green set up the entire
robbery. Former
Mahoning County judge
Peter Economus — now a
federal judge — said if
defense attorneys had pre-
sented more reasons why
Eley should have been
spared, he wouldn’t have
voted in favor of a death
sentence.

Clemency “should be
granted for Mr. Eley in this
case,” Economus wrote to
both the parole board and
Kasich on June 7.

“Frankly, I am surprised
that his death sentence was
not modified by the courts
who have reviewed this
case over the years.”

Board members
opposed to clemency
rejected Economus’ argu-
ment, saying several courts
have previously ruled that
factors that could have
been presented to the jury
about Eley but weren’t —
such as the effect of a head
injury in earlier life on his
behavior — wouldn’t have
changed the outcome.

Eley

‘Plumber’ links Holocaust with gun control
JOHN SEEWER
Associated Press

TOLEDO — The Ohio
congressional candidate
known as “Joe the
Plumber” is running a
campaign video in which
he suggests that Nazi gun
controls contributed to
deaths during the
Holocaust because Jews
didn’t have firearms to
defend themselves.

The ad drew strong

rebukes from Democrats
and Jewish organizations.

In the video, Samuel
Wurzelbacher loads a
shotgun and fires at
lemons and tomatoes
placed on wooden posts.
“In 1939, Germany estab-
lished gun control,” he
says. “From 1939 to 1945,
six million Jews and seven
million others, unable to
defend themselves, were
exterminated,” he says
before ending the video

by saying “I love
America.”

Gun control opponents
have long held that Adolf
Hitler was able to seize
power in Germany in part
because of controls on
firearms.

Ohio Democratic Party
Chairman Chris Redfern
said the video was
“incredibly offensive.” He
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